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Sarah Jerrom tanci v orchestralni bouri emoci

Kanadska zpévacka a skladatelka SARAH JERROM vydala v dubnu nové, hodné
ambicidzni album s titulem ,Magpie®. Jde o sedmaosmdesatiminutovou suitu pro
rozSifeny jazzovy orchestr a Ctyfi hlasy, ktera v podobé 2CD vysla na zna¢ce TPR
Records. A za morem je to vpravdé udalost!

Sarah Jerrom jisté netfeba predstavovat, recenzoval jsem tu jeji predchozi pocin
~,Dream Logic”. Jeji suita ,Magpie”“ se zrodila v lednu 2018, kdy béhem rezidence v
Banff Center for the Arts v Alberté pozorovala s Uzasem straku predvadeéjici uprostred
zimni boure jakysi tanec, evokujici pohfebni ritual. (Mimochodem straka ve
stfedovékém umeéni ¢asto symbolizovala zlo, pronasledovani ¢i brzkou smrt.) V té dobé
Jerrom pracovala na hluboce osobni skladb&, pomoci niz se vyrovnavala s téhotenskou
ztratou. Straka se tak stala metaforou vetkanou do hudebniho vypraveéni. To se zaobira
nejen smutkem, ale také nadéji a laskou, stranou nezlistava ani feminismus a role zeny
v dnesSnim svété. Jde o notné emocionalni odyseu, strhujici a kouzelné vypravéni o
transformaci a odolnosti Zeny. Suita méla premiéru 6. dubna 2023 v Torontu.

Dvojalbum nabizi vskutku hudebni zazitek, jakych se nerodi zase az tak ¢asto. Jerrom
ve své osmivété suité propojila naprosto prirozené prvky klasické a jazzové hudby
prostrednictvim 17¢lenného télesa (pod taktovkou Christiana Overtona) a smiSeného
vokalniho kvarteta vedeného autorkou. Nechybi samozrejmé ani vytec¢né sélové
chorusy; v nich exceluji tenorsaxofonisté Kirk MacDonald a Mike Murley, pianistka
Nancy Walker, bubenik Ernesto Cervini, trumpetisté Kevin Turcotte, Brian O'Kane a
James Rhodes, alt a sopransaxofonistka Tara Davidson, hobojistka Chieh-Ying Lu,
flétnistka Laura Chambers, trombonista William Carn, barytonsaxofonista Shirantha
Beddage a kontrabasista Rob McBride.

Jak uz bylo vySe uvedeno, suita ,Magpie” se sklada z osmi ¢asti. VSechny
zkomponovala Sarah Jerrom. Ty dopodrobna popsala ve vypravném 24strankovém
bookletu a také ve studijnich poznamkach (studyscores), jez Ize stahnout v souboru
PDF. Prvni Ctyfi party obsahuje disk €.1 se stopazi 34:30, druha ¢ast zapliuje 52:25
druhého CD.


https://www.sarahjerrom.com/
https://jazzport.cz/2021/05/14/logika-pisni-sarah-jerrom/

Leckdy to zni az pohadkové, kiehce, hladivé, ale i dramaticky (,,Part I: The Road”, ,,Part
IV: The White Elk®). Ve druhé Casti (,,For Joy“) vzdavaji aktéfi poctu Kennymu
Wheelerovi, kanadské jazzové legendé (1930-2014). ,,Part lll: Circling Feathers” je silné
prosycena klasickou hudbou (prosvitaji tu flétna a hoboj) a posléze posmutnélymi
jazzovymi témbry a emocemi, prostoupenymi vokaly i zpévem textu, na némz s
autorkou spolupracovala Rebecca Hennessy (jinak vyte€na jazzova trumpetistka a
zpévacka). Bohata orchestralni i vokalni paleta proudi umocnéna eruptivnimi bicimi
patou Casti nazvanou ,Nest Predator®, v nasleduijici vété ,,Carrion” zufi vypjata vokalni
polyfonie plus bici, poté klavir s bicimi, a az poté vyhfezne hutny orchestralni zvuk
ochuceny neoklasicismem a protkany paradnimi sély. Kontrabasové antré spousti ,,Part
VII: The Mountain Cries®, kde se vzletnost misi s dravym tepem a tragikou. Suita
vpravdé vrcholi ve findlové, osmé Casti ,,Crystalization®, v niz vykrystalizuje naruzivy,
bujny Treti proud, ktery v zavéru zni patficné hymnicky.

Bravo!
Jan Hocek

Via Google Translate:
Sarah Jerrom dances in an orchestral storm of emotions

Canadian singer and songwriter SARAH JERROM released a new, very ambitious
album with the title "Magpie" in April. It is an eighty-seven-minute suite for extended
jazz orchestra and four voices, which was released as a 2CD on TPR Records. And
across the sea it is indeed an event!

Sarah Jerrom certainly needs no introduction, | reviewed her previous effort "Dream
Logic" here. Her suite "Magpie" was born in January 2018 when, during a residency at
the Banff Center for the Arts in Alberta, she observed in awe a magpie performing a
kind of dance, evocative of a funeral ritual, in the middle of a winter storm. (Incidentally,
the magpie often symbolized evil, persecution, or early death in medieval art.) At the
time, Jerrom was working on a deeply personal piece to help her cope with pregnancy
loss. The magpie thus became a metaphor woven into the musical narrative. It deals
not only with sadness, but also with hope and love, not to mention feminism and the
role of women in today's world. It is a deeply emotional odyssey, a captivating and
magical tale of female transformation and resilience. The suite premiered on April 6,
2023 in Toronto.

The double album really offers a musical experience that doesn't come around that
often. In her eight-part suite, Jerrom naturally combined elements of classical and jazz
music through a 17-member ensemble (conducted by Christian Overton) and a mixed



vocal quartet led by the author. Of course, there are also excellent solo choruses; tenor
saxophonists Kirk MacDonald and Mike Murley, pianist Nancy Walker, drummer
Ernesto Cervini, trumpeters Kevin Turcotte, Brian O'Kane and James Rhodes, alto and
soprano saxophonist Tara Davidson, oboist Chieh-Ying Lu, flutist Laura Chambers,
trombonist William Carn, baritone saxophonist Shirantha Beddage and double bassist
Rob McBride.

As mentioned above, the "Magpie" suite consists of eight parts. All composed by
Sarah Jerrom. She described them in detail in a comprehensive 24-page booklet and
also in study notes (studyscores), which can be downloaded as a PDF file. The first
four parts comprise disc no. 1 with a footage of 34:30, the second part fills 52:25 of the
second CD.

Sometimes it sounds like a fairy tale, fragile, caressing, but also dramatic ("Part I: The
Road", "Part IV: The White Elk"). In the second part ("For Joy"), the actors pay tribute to
Kenny Wheeler, Canadian jazz legend (1930-2014). "Part lll: Circling Feathers" is
strongly saturated with classical music (flute and oboe shine through here) and then
saddened jazz timbres and emotions, permeated by vocals and the singing of the text,
on which Rebecca Hennessy (otherwise an excellent jazz trumpet player and singer)
collaborated with the author. A rich orchestral and vocal palette flows enhanced by
eruptive drums in the fifth part called "Nest Predator", in the next movement "Carrion"
a tense vocal polyphony rages plus drums, then piano with drums, and only then a
dense orchestral sound flavored with neoclassicism and interwoven with great solos
emerges. A double-bass intro kicks off "Part VII: The Mountain Cries," where soaring is
mixed with a ferocious beat and tragedy. The suite really culminates in the final, eighth
movement, "Crystalization", in which a fervent, exuberant Third Current crystallizes,
which at the end sounds appropriately anthemic.

Bravo!
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