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Sarah Jerrom er en blaendende dygtig, canadisk komponist, sangskriver og sanger.
Hendes revir er indenfor jazzen, men med hendes nye vaerk — og der er vitterligt tale om
et veerk — er mere end bare jazz, mere end bare vokaljazz. Magpie er indspillet med et
stort orkester, et big band, og genremaessigt fremstar det som et miks af moderne,
vokalbaseret big band-jazz, musical og korveerk — i momenter som storytelling i musisk
form. Jerrom fandt inspiration i fuglenes verden, idet hun sa en flok skreeppende fugle
pa en mark. Det "billede” ansporede hende til at skrive et skreeppende og
interagerende veerk, hvori hendes egen og andres vokaler indgar i en form for
koreograferet dialog, der bl.a. ogsa tager afsaet i personlige historier om barnleshed og
ufrivillig abort. De dybe tanker og billedet af fuglene har hun udmentet i et for mig
overrumplende stort og gennemfort veerk, der i otte lange sange/satser tilsammen
udger én spaendende forteelling — fremfort i et forrygende flot formsprog. Bag dette
formsprog star selvfelgelig Sarah Jerrom, men ikke bare hende. Ogsé det til lejligheden
sammensatte big band, der dirigeres af Christian Overton, har genergst bidraget til
originaliteten.
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Sarah Jerrom is a dazzlingly talented Canadian composer, songwriter and singer. Her
territory is within jazz, but with her new work — and it is truly a work — is more than just
jazz, more than just vocal jazz. Magpie was recorded with a large orchestra, a big
band, and in terms of genre it appears as a mix of modern, vocal-based big band jazz,
musical and choral work - in moments like storytelling in musical form. Jerrom found
inspiration in the world of birds, seeing a flock of birds screeching in a field. That
“picture" spurred her on to write a chilling and interactive work, in which her own and
other people's vocals form part of a form of choreographed dialogue that, among other
things, is also based on personal stories of childlessness and involuntary abortion. She
has translated the deep thoughts and the image of the birds into a surprisingly large
and complete work, which in eight long songs/movements together form one exciting
story - presented in a terrifically beautiful idiom. Sarah Jerrom is of course behind this
idiom, but not just her. The big band assembled for the occasion, conducted by
Christian Overton, has also generously contributed to the originality.



